Chinar Tree ( Plantus Orientalis)

The Chinar tree is a pride of Kashmir! Its leaves look a lot like the leaves of the
famous Maple tree. This tree is known for its longevity and can be found
throughout Kashmir.

One of the unique characteristics of this tree is that its leaves change colors. During
the summer season, the chinar tree’s leaves are deep green. But, as the autumn
season sets in, the leaves change color to a beautiful blood-red, amber and yellow.

It is said that the tree originated in Greece. The Chinar trees of India have been an
important part of Kashmir for centuries now and have a lot of historical
significance. In fact, the oldest Chinar in Kashmir is 600+ years old and is thought
to have been planted in 1374. It is located in the Budgam district in Kashmir and
stands tall at 14.78 m.

There is a Chinar in almost every village of Kashmir. The tree is also super popular
amongst the locals; for they love to sit under its shadow and enjoy the cool breeze.

‘Char Chinar’ 1s a beautiful island on the Dal Lake in Srinagar. The island gets its
name from the fact that there are four Chinar trees planted on this island.



